Government of Kerala '
Abstract
Local Self Government Department - Reconst|tut|on of Local Government

Commission to guide the |nst|tut|onallzat|on process of decentralisation in
Kerala - Orders-issued. - -
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“LOCAL SELF GOVERNMENT (RD) DEPARTMENT

G.O. (Ms)Nol 8/2016/LSGD Dated, Thiruvananthapuram 2,1/10/2016 )

Read: 1. G.O(Ms)N0.273/2012/LSGD dated 22-10-2012

2. G.O(Ms)No.94/2-016/,LSGD dated 29-07-2016.
" ORDER ‘
As per order read_as 15t paper above, Government -had set up a Local

Government Commission to guide Decentralistion process in Kerala. As per
order read as 2" paper above, Government appointed Dr. C. P. Vinod as the

new Chairman of the Commission, as the term of the prewous Comm155|on
expired on 10" May, 2016. '

‘The Government are now addressnng the conduct of 2™ phase of the
People’s Plan Campaign in the state through Local Self Government

Department. Hence the Local Government Commission has to act an

important role in the campaign.

In these circumstances, Government hereby order rejuvenating and
reconstituting the Local Government Commission: with retrospective effect

from 29/07/2016 for three years with the follownng composition to guide the
|nst|tut|onallzat|on process of decentrahzatlon in the State

Composition of the Comm|55|on |

1. One Senior Professional having 'eXperience and expertise in matters
relating to decentralization and Local Governments as Chairperson.
2. Principal Secretary, Local Self Government Department as the

Member Secretary

T“erms of reference'

The Mandates of the Commission are;- -
1. To advise the Local Self Government Department in regard. to the
conduct of the People’s Plan Campaign phase |l and to create a
knowledge hub within LSGD through broader network of academic
institutions, organizations, political leaders, NGOs and other Local



Government Practitioners and experts in the field in order to ac
the stated objectives of the Plan Campaign; i

2. To help the Local Self Government Departmentito revise the Panchaya.
Raj and allied Acts and Rules with an objective to streamline and
institutionalize Local Self Government system on the basis of the
recommendation made by the previous Commissions and Committees
and also in the light of practical experiences within the administrative
system in the Local Self Government Department;

3. To arrange for resolution of disputes.and conflicts involving the local
Governments, citizens, establishments, firms and other stake holders
through ‘adalats’ to assist the Local Governments in the resolution on
issues arising from the application of provisions of the Acts and Rules
as may be referred to by the Local Self Government Department.

4. To conduct studies on decentralization processes through devolution of
powers, initiatives of Local Government from Kerala, or outside Kerala .
and to document the best practices in Local Governance and its
sharing;

5. To submit a documentation report on the entire 2" phase People’s Plan

Campaign along with recommendations for further strengthening of
the decentralization process in Kerala;

6. To continue to provide immediate expert opinion on the files received
from the Local Self Government Department through its Senior
Consultants. The Commission is also to analyse and document the
files to make suggestions for necessary ‘policy intervention by Local
Self Government Department.

The Local Government Commission will be free in widening and
deepening the scope of its work as required.

Methodology o

o Conduct studies on different aspects of Local Government
functioning. |

. Organize consultative workshops with practitioners and experts

' from within and outside the State.

. Visit other states to learn best practices.

o Get to know international experience from UN Agencies,
World Bank, ADB etc. -

. Access appropriate knowledge from literature using

services of institutions like KILA, Centre for development Studies,
Centre for Management Development, MIRD etc. -
. The Commission is given a period of 3 years to complete its work
in full.
Power:

The Local Government Commission shall be free to decide on the
following.

1.  Performing visits to places and institutions in the country.
2. Seeking the services of experts and institutions to conduct
- studies.

3. Hold Workshops.



4. Requesting departments to provide reports.
5. Setting up task forces of ofﬂcnals/Commlttee

The Staff of the Commission as were available to the previous
commission will be utilized.

The expenditure of the Commission will be met from the existing
budget allocation under the Head of Account 2515-00-001-88-Local
Government Commission (Non Plan).

Government are also pleased to ratify the appointment of Dr.C.P.Vinod
as the Chairman of the Commission. The terms and conditions of service of
the Chairman will be issued separately.

(By order of the Governor)
T. K. JOSE

Principal Secretary to Government
ToO

. The Chairman, Local Government Commissioh, THiruvananthapuram.
. The Secretary, Local Government Commission, Thiruvananthapuram.
. The Director of Urban Affairs, Thiruvananthapuram.

. The Director of Panchayats, Thiruvananthapuram.

. The Commission for Rural Development, Thiruvananthapuram.
. The Director, KILA, Mulakkunnathukavu, Thrissur.

. The Chief Town Planner, Thiruvananthapuram.

. The Executive Director, IKM, (for publishing in the website).

. General Administration (SC) Departdment (vide item No0.361 dated
13.10.2016).

10. - Stock File/Office Copy.
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Forwarded/By Order

;_-FL\/\J

Section Officer

Copy to:  The PS to Chief Minister v

The PS to Hon’ble Minister (LSG & WM)
The PS to the Chief Secretary

The PS to Principal Secretary (LSGD)
The PS to Special Secretary | (LSGD)
The CA to Special Secretary Il (LSGD)



